2019… Yet another year
And one kid

from an empty nest? Hmm, interesting…

SO... After years of procrastinating, Krista finally broke down and refinished the dining room
table. It practically glows, and we’re happy to announce that if you set a newspaper on it, the ink
will no longer stick to the surface leaving an article for breakfast-eaters to read for years to come.
SARAH got her permit in September and can officially say that, as expected, she is NOT a fan of
driving. She also got her first job at Mom’s on Main this fall. She promptly quit her first job and
handed it off to…
WILL! He arrived back home in November, here to stay, and stepped right into Sarah’s place
at Mom’s. Before moving home, he got his first job at a bakery back in Twin Lakes. Which
promptly quit as well, to move back to the Nexus of the Universe. He has livened up the
Ottinger household significantly.
GERARD hit ONE this year and had his first birthday party. He is, of course, cuter than ever.
RACHEL successfully held down an apartment and the same job for over a year, defying all odds. She also
made Training Coordinator and would love to see you at Culver’s for some yummy custard. Mmm :)
COURTNEY officially became Courtney Kay Hernandez. In October she and Alex had an absolutely
beautiful wedding, and they and little Rar Man couldn’t be happier about it. On top of that, May of 2020 will bring with it a
Baby H 2.0. Krista and Scott are excitedly preparing to be Grandma and Grandpa twice over.
EMILY has finally reached a grand total of ten concussions, and NOW we have officially stopped counting. REALLY.
SARAH decided to give school a shot this year. After one week she informed us that she could feel herself getting dumber
every day, but she’s sticking with it and is proud and relieved to announce that she is a Straight-A student. She has onceagain proven that she can keep up a much larger social life than the rest of us can even begin to comprehend.
ANDREA finished her first year at Platteville, and is still on course to become a forensic scientist. She also came
back her sophomore year to a new position as RA in her dorm, which has proven to be interesting. With all the
stories she brings home, maybe she should consider a minor in abnormal psychology.
THE TWO GENTLEMEN OF VERONA went off without a hitch. Barefoot Theater thrived once
again under Krista’s direction (with more than a little help :) ) and she relinquished control of
the Shakespearean ship after one last beautiful production. Em and Sarah starred as Valentine
(a love-struck gentlemen of Verona, setting off on his manly adventures) and Julia (a lady in
pursuit of her deserting lover). A lot of 80’s-esque Shakespearean love ensued,
accompanied by unholy amounts of hair gel. Sarah rocked the role, and Emily
went out with a bang.
SCOTT endeavored to snow blow the deck this past winter. Quite the process that
may or may not have been worth the effort, but eventually the majority of the
snow was sent flying, never more to endanger the rotting boards of our old
deck.
SARAH was accepted to two semester schools and will be attending Conserve
School in the spring of 2020. The rest of the family aren’t sure what to do without her, but alas,
we will survive.

EMILY is creeping ever closer to 18 *GASP*
RACHEL got accepted to a program by Gili Shark Conservation, and is off to Indonesia for the
month of June to explore the world of marine biology, swimming with sharks and restoring coral reefs.
Jealousy abounds.
AFTER 5 years of babysitting Joe and Luella, Emily decided it was time to get some more work
experience. It wasn’t easy, but she made up her mind and said goodbye to her little babysittees
and her fellow librarians. She is now working at Kyle’s Market and can’t wait to see you walk
through those automatic doors. If you’re lucky she might even give you a carryout.
TURNS OUT, the cheap rent wasn’t enough to keep Brianna in Arkansas for long. She’s now
back in the old W-I and gets to see her beloved family significantly more often.
SARAH and her bud Lillianna took their History Day project all the way to Nationals this
year. DC welcomed us once again, and we spent our days out exploring in the blistering
heat. The girls gave one last killer performance and we waved goodbye to the big city, If you’re ever going
out that way, we can give you quite the extensive list of interesting things to do and see.
SCOTT got to give away his oldest this year. We won’t even talk of the Father-Daughter dance. Lots of
tears were shed by each and, quite honestly, most of the onlooking family members as
well :)
EMILY is finishing up school and can’t wait to graduate, after which she is planning on
picking up a whole lot more hours at work and seeing where life takes her.
AFTER some scheduling complications, the beginning of October found Krista, Rachel,
Em, and Sarah at Gooseberry Falls. Once again, Superior entranced us with its beauty.
We found lots of love, fun, and breathing room out there in the warm (or not so warm) embrace of our
beloved North Shore. On day four, our usual camping luck caught up with us and our tent blew down in the
windy gusts off the great lake. Sadly, there was no recovering from that one, so we packed up and headed
out a few days early. Ah, well... This is life. Our days with the lake were lovely while they lasted!
KRISTA procured the position of (Fairy) Godmother this year and takes great joy in performing her
Godmotherly duties.
EM AND SARAH had their first official karate test this year and they both passed with flying colors. Sarah
is now the proud owner of a green belt, and Emily jumped up to 3rd degree brown!
BRIANNA filled the role of Maid of Honor at Courtney’s wedding beautifully and gave a speech that, as she says, ensures
she will never have to do that for anyone else. Thankfully, the best man said it for both of them.
WILL picked up his grades tremendously *applause* and the elder Ottingers of the household are quite
pleased.
AND LASTLY… If you haven’t picked up on it quite yet, Krista decided that she didn’t have the time or
energy to write the annual Christmas letter this year, so Emily blockaded herself in the office for the
afternoon and emerged with just the thing. After some edits by both parties, here we are.
THE OTTINGER FAMILY has had quite the year, but it was surrounded and
entwined with so many beautiful moments and memories. We couldn’t be more
thankful for the love and support that we experience every day.
We hope your home is filled with laughter and joy this holiday season.
AS ALWAYS,

2020 awaits...

